
The president at once courteously introduced Dr. Reed, and
the latter accepted the office in a few eloquent words that well
bespoke the character of the man who had but just received at
the hands of his colleagues the highest indication of the esteem
and regard of a great profession.
That one extreme follows another was exemplified again in

the selection of the next place of meeting—St. Paul, June 4-7,
1901. The remoteness from the center of the city chosen will
perhaps prevent a great attendance, but it will be a good meet¬
ing, and warm hearts will greet the visitors.
As many of the members were returning home they were

arrested on their way through Philadelphia by invitations to
partake of hospitalities, both public and private, that further
exemplified the proverbial courtesy that reigns in the city of
brotherly love. The Medical Club, on Saturday evening, June
9, tendered a reception to Drs. Abraham Jacobi, of New York;
Alonzo Garcelon, of Maine; Frank Billings and George H.
Simmons, of Illinois; and J. W. Bodine, of Kentucky. The
Bellevue, where the reception was held, was crowded to over¬

flowing, and, between the supper, the speeches, and the geniality
of the hosts, good fellowship was at large until midnight.—
Buffalo Medical Journal, July.
Several Reasons for Attending the Meetings of the

American Medical Association.—If we were asked what one
thing most impresses the man who attends an annual meeting
of the American Medical Association we should say a sense of
littleness. Littleness in the thought that in the crowd of
representative men from all parts of the country his identity
is lost. He may be the most prominent physician in his com¬

munity but there he finds those who never heard of him and
care less for him. Instead he sees men whose reputation is not
confined to one locality, and whose opinions are welcomed by
even those who have no personal acquaintance. He is as effect¬
ually lost as if a stranger in a strange city. Littleness in
point of knowledge—for every day and everywhere he runs
across men discussing topics of which he is ignorant, dis¬
playing a knowledge which he has never had, and while if
opportunity were given he might show as great superiority on
some topic, as a rule the occasion does not arise, and he feels
as if he does not have a fair chance to display himself.
To a thoughtful man this can have but one effect: he returns

to his daily routine of work imbued with a determination to
make an advance in his own personal requirements before an¬
other year, to study and understand the subjects jn which he
feels he is not well versed and, if for no other reason than this
incentive to renewed effort, a visit to the National Association
is well worth any man's while. But there art other things
which make attendance valuable.
The vacation, the relief from business care and the change

of scene afford needed rest, the pleasant acquaintances and
the social functions give enjoyment, while the trip itself to
an unfamiliar localits' broadens a man and increases his sense
of satisfaction that he lives in the United States.
The bad polities which for years has marred these meetings

is now absent and the mutual admiration society from a certain
section of the country is r>o longer in evidence. The general
sessions are dignified, and personal ambition and petty spite
have no longer the floor, and a good thing it is, too.
In many matters there is room for improvement; there are

too many papers, the time for discussion is too limited, too
many men desire recognition, too few do original work of merit,
too many talk as if addressing a body of students, too many
like to refer to "my assistant," too many talk and say nothing,
the social functions are either too numerous or conflict with
the scientific, there are too many side shows, but when all
these objections are weighed and placed against the good feat¬
ures there is but one verdict.—The Providence Medical Jour¬
nal, July.
American Medical Association.—The last meeting of this

growing Association has just been held under more favorable
weather conditions than are ordinarily to be expected at this
time of year. The gathering wa3 an enthusiastic one, as at¬
tested by the fact that upward of 2000 members were present.
Corresponding with this attendance was a program which has
rarely been equaled in the number and variety of communica¬
tions presented. Of quantity, therefore, there was certainly no

lack, but we are inclined to feel that in these days of excès-

sive literary zeal in medical writing a certain censorship, tend¬
ing to an improvement of the quality and the arrangement of
the subject-matter, would not be amiss. Sporadic papers on
such occasions are of comparatively small vaiue, and serve
rather as a personal advertisement than as a substantial addi¬
tion to medical progress. It is to be hoped that this repre¬
sentative Association will make a virtue of necessity and
bring its programs in the future within reasonable limits.
Science would not suffer, and the responsibilities placed upon
the broad shoulders of the medical editor would be visibly light¬
ened. We are, therefore, quite in accord with our contempor¬
ary, the Philadelphia Medical Journal, when it comments
editorially on the recent meeting: "There was the same ple¬
thora of papers offered, again proving how necessary it is that
the officers of sections should weed and choose and limit ac¬

cording to their judgment and conscience, and regardless of
personal influences."—Boston Medical and Surgical Journal,
June 14, 1900.

Deaths and Obituaries.
Thomas Story Kirkbride, Jr., M.D., Philadelphia, died

July 20, aged 31 years, of typhoid fever. He was a son of Dr.
Thomas S. Kirkbride, the eminent alienist and superintendent
of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane. He received the
degree of A.B. from Haverford in the year 1890, and was grad¬
uated from the medical department of the University of Penn¬
sylvania in IS93. He subsequently spent several months in
post-graduate work at the Johns Hopkins, and then entered
upon his duties at the Pennsylvania Hospital as resident physi¬
cian. After leaving the Hospital he went abroad for nearly
three years, pursuing the study of pathology in Göttingen,
Vienna, and other places. About two years ago he was elected
director of the laboratories of the Philadelphia Polyclinic. He
was assistant physician to the University Hospital, and assist¬
ant pathologist to the Philadelphia Hospital, and member of
the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia
County Medical Society, and the Pathologic and Neurological
societies.
Divie Bethune McCartee, M.D., for more than fifty years

engaged in missionary and educational work in China and
Japan, died in San Francisco, Cal., July 17. He was born in
Philadelphia, in 1820, and. having secured his medical degree
from the University of Pennsylvania, went to China, and in
1844 opened a mission at Ningpo. He received honorary recog¬
nition from both of these Oriental countries. In failing health
for some time, he was compelled to stop off at San Francisco on
his journey to New York from Japan.

S. R. Welles, M.D., Waterloo, N. Y., died July 14, aged
75 years. He was graduated from the medical department of
the Buffalo University in 1848, the following year he attended
Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, and in 1850 located in
Waterloo. During the Civil War he was surgeo» of the Sixty-
first Regiment of New York Volunteers. He was one of the
charter trustees of Willard State Hospital, and secretary of
the board for fifteen years. He had served two terms in the
State legislature. ,

Joseph E. Burke, M.D., Galveston, Texas, died July 9, aged
42 years. He was a graduate of the medical department of
Tulane University, New Orleans, receiving his degree in 1882.
He had won a national reputation as a yellow fever and small¬
pox expert, having volunteered his services during the epidemic
in Brownsville and Galveston.
David P. Wolhaupter, M.D., Washington, D. C, died July

12, aged 60 years. He received his degree in medicine from the
medical department of Bowdoin College (Maine) in 1862. He
enlisted in the Civil War and was assigned to the hospitals
near Washington. Since the close of the war, he had remained
there in the practice of his profession.
John Leonard Mulfinger, M.D., died on July 21, at his resi¬

dence, 926 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, after a long illness.
He was born in Chicago in 1854, and spent his entire life in
that city. He was graduated from Rush Medical College in
1880, and had an extensive practice on the West Side.
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J. L. Combs, M.D., Grass Valley, Cal., died July 4, of pneu¬
monia, aged 61 years. He was a graduate of the Washington
University School of Medicine in Baltimore, Md. He located in
Oregon, and lived there until 1866, when he moved to Cali¬
fornia.
Roland Hammond, M.D., a graduate of the Harvard Uni¬

versity Medical School, 1872, died at his home in Campello,
Mass., July 8, aged 58 years. He was a member of the Massa¬
chusetts State Medical Society, and vice-president of the
Plymouth District Medical Society.
David G. Bowman, M.D., died in Dentón, Md., July 10, aged

63 years. He was a native of Philadelphia, and a graduate of
the medical department of the state university there. During
the Civil War he was connected with the Fifth Pennsylvania
Cavalry.
F. A. Blackmer, M.D., Albert Lea, Minn., died July 11, in

Minneapolis, after undergoing an operation. He was born in
Ohio, in 1S47, and received his education at Oberlin College
and the University of Worcester, Cleveland.
A. L. Patten, MD., Mineóla, Texas, died July 11. He was

graduated from the medical department of the University
of Georgia, in 1S51, and afterward had practiced in Texas.
During the Civil War, he was surgeon of the Twenty-second
Texas Infantry.
Robert J. Hill, M.D., who for thirty years had practiced

medicine in St. Louis, Mo., died there July 15, aged 64 years.
He was assistant-surgeon of the Forty-fifth Ohio Regiment
during the Civil War.
Marion E. Gillen, M.D., Mount Morris, N. Y., died in

Belleville, Canada, July 12, aged 45 years. She was a graduate
of the Faculty of Medicine of Queen's University, Kingston,
Ontario.
John J. McAchran, M.D,. Salt Lake City, Utah, died July

12, aged 44 years. He was a graduate of the medical depart¬
ment of the University of Louisville (Ky. ), in the class of 1881.
Benj. W. Bartlett, M.D., Rowley, Mass., died July 6, aged

50 years. He was graduated from the Bowdoin (Maine) Med¬
ical School in 1873.
James S. Gillespie, M.D., Philadelphia, died July 20, aged

37 years, of appendicitis. He was graduated from the Jefferson
Medical College, and afterward served as a resident physician
to the hospital connected with it.
J. B. Newbaker, M.D., a graduate of Jefferson Medical Col¬

lege, 1852, died at his home in Trevorton, Pa., July 11.
deaths abroad.

We note the deaths of:
Dr. Edwin von Millengen, the ophthalmologist, at Con¬

stantinople.
Dr. Karl Lange, professor of pathological anatomy at the

University of Copenhagen, and editor of the Hospitals Tidende,
a weekly medical journal.
Arnold Schetelig, M.D., who died recently in Nervi, Italy,

was born in Germany, in 1835. He studied medicine at
Göttingen and Kiel, taking his degree from the latter in 1856.
He practiced seven years ip Hongkong, and then located at
Hamburg, German3\ At the outbreak of the Franco-German
War, the Senate of that city put him at the head of the Red
Cross ambulance work. For his excellent service in this capac¬
ity he was rewarded with the Iron Cross. He never recovered
from the fatigue experienced during the seige of Metz, and after
traveling in Spain and Italy, he settled at Nervi, where he did
much for the city in its development as a health resort. He was
an anthropologist and archeologist of some note.

Miscellany.
Improved Technique for Rubber Gloves.—If thin rubber

gloves are sterilized by dry heat—which can be done several
times without injury—and dusted inside with the talcum
powder used in new kid gloves and shoes, they slip on with
ease and keep their shape, according to a communication from
Wormser in the Semaine Méd. of June 20.
An Honor Long Deferred.—A monument has been erected

to the memory of Dr. Jean Hameau (1779-1851), an obscure
physician of the Gironde, who in 1836, at much personal loss,

published a study on viruses, in which he partly anticipated
the discoveries of Pasteur. The statue was unveiled recently
at La Teste de Buch, where Hameau practiced. Addresses were
delivered by Dr. Laude, mayor of Bordeaux, Professor Lan-
nelongue, of Bordeaux, and others.
Medical Attendance on Police in Erance.—Dr. Laloy

mentions in Janus as a "pearl in the history of the exploita¬
tion of the profession," the recent decree of the French war

department that physicians, apothecaries and veterinarians
who give their services gratuitously to the "gendarmerie brig¬
ades" will receive an official letter of thanks from the govern¬
ment after ten years, a bronze medal after fifteen vears, one of
silver in twenty years, and of enamel in twenty-five years,
with the "academic palms."
Fixation Abscesses.—E. Bauer has been experimenting

with abscesses induced with chemicals, usually turpentine,
on man and animals, and states that they were always sterile
and consequently have no effect on the elimination of microbes
as intended when first suggested. But, he adds, in his com¬
munication to Virchow's Archiv, clvi, 3, that they induced
protracted Ieucoeytosis, and that this alone may be sufficient
to favorably influence certain morbid processes, such as pneu¬
monia, threatening chronic suppuration or pyemic or bactérie¬
nne lesions.
Railroad Hygiene.—The exhibit of the Trans-Siberian

railroad at Paris is attracting much attention, as comfort
and hygiene have both been studied in the trains. The walls
are smooth wood or tiles ; the seats are covered with real or
artificial leather; there are shower baths; appliances for cool¬
ing the air; gymnastic apparatus; cigar lighters; boiled water
in the coolers, and a sanitary official on each train who is a
trained nurse and barber. The draperies are reduced to the
minimum and an automatic perfume spray is set in action as
the door of the water closet is closed.
Smallpox in Nome City.—A dispateh from Seattle, Wash-

bearing date July 19, states that the Athenian and Sequoia
are at anchor. The latter vessel left Nome City on July 3.
The pesthouse at Nome is reported overflowing with small¬
pox cases. Government officials were erecting two other large
structures. The disease has spread rapidly, and many cases
are quarantined in the tents in which they were discovered.
Every government and city official, and every doctor was

working night and day endeavoring to check the disease. Dr.
J. J. Tyler, of Chicago, who returned on the Sequoia, said
there were at least 200 cases, and that nearly twenty new cases
were being reported daily.
A Checkered Career.—Dr. Heneage Gibbes, according to

the Saturday Evening Post, Philadelphia, June 30, enjoys the
distinction of being the only Chinese mandarin to hold an
American office. He is English by birth, ran away from home
at fourteen and went to sea. He was shipwrecked on the coast
of China, and fell in with pirates,who turned him loose without
clothes. After reaching a Chinese town he fell in with an

Englishman who equipped him for a mission to a rebel army,
from which he drifted into the Chinese service. In command
of a gunboat, with a mixed crew, he patroled the coast, cap¬
turing outlaws, pirates and smugglers. On one occasion he
seized a cargo of contraband opium and made for the sea.
For this he was summoned into the presence of royalty and
made a mandarin. His career since then has been a return
to England for the study of medicine, a commission to India
for a cholera investigation and a resignation to take the chair
of pathology in the Michigan University. Dr. Gibbes is also
to be remembered as the Health Officer of Detroit.
Enforced Abstention in Diabetes Insipidus.—About a

year and a half ago Dr. A. Strubell published an account in the
Archiv f. Klin. Méd., lxii, of an attempt to deprive a patient
with the insatiable thirst of diabetes insipidus of some of the
water he craved. On three occasions he was left from five
and one-half to ten hours during the night without the pos¬
sibility of getting water, after having ingested two to five
liters. The report says that the patient drank his urine to
quench his thirst during these intervals and an impression
of sensational clinical tortures was produced on the public,
which the lay press has taken up to such an extent that
Stintzing, the chief of the service at Jena, in which the inci-
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